H.R. _______

A Bill

To establish a comprehensive process for the review, evaluation, preservation, restoration, modification, or removal of major federal construction, renovation, monument, memorial, and landscape projects undertaken on nationally significant federal properties between January 20, 2025, and January 20, 2029, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the "National Historic Federal Facilities Review and Restoration Act of 2030."

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.
The purposes of this Act are—
1. to preserve the historical, architectural, cultural, commemorative, and civic integrity of nationally significant federal properties; 
2. to provide a uniform process for evaluating substantial alterations to such properties; 
3. to ensure that major federal construction and renovation projects undertaken on nationally significant federal properties are reviewed according to objective criteria; 
4. to provide Congress with sufficient information to determine whether restoration, preservation, modification, or retention of such projects serves the public interest; 
5. to preserve the constitutional prerogatives of the Legislative and Executive Branches with respect to federal property and governmental operations; and 
6. to ensure that decisions affecting nationally significant federal properties are supported by a comprehensive administrative record. 

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.
Congress finds that—
1. nationally significant federal properties serve unique historical, constitutional, civic, commemorative, educational, and cultural functions; 
2. Congress possesses broad authority under Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the Constitution to regulate and make rules respecting property belonging to the United States; 
3. Congress possesses authority under Article I of the Constitution to determine the appropriation and expenditure of federal funds; 
4. major construction, renovation, demolition, landscaping, and commemorative projects may substantially alter the historic character and public use of nationally significant federal properties; 
5. restoration, preservation, or modification decisions should be based upon objective findings concerning historical integrity, governmental functionality, public use, cost, feasibility, and safety; 
6. decisions concerning nationally significant federal properties should be informed by expert analysis and public participation; and 
7. the public interest is best served by establishing a neutral and comprehensive review process rather than relying upon ad hoc determinations. 

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.
For purposes of this Act:
(a) Commission.
The term "Commission" means the Federal Facilities Restoration Commission established pursuant to section 5.
(b) Covered Project.
The term "covered project" means any federal construction, renovation, demolition, landscaping, monument, memorial, commemorative, or architectural project—
1. commenced between January 20, 2025, and January 20, 2029; 
2. undertaken on nationally significant federal property; and 
3. involving expenditures exceeding $10,000,000 or such other amount as the Commission may establish by regulation. 
(c) Nationally Significant Federal Property.
The term "nationally significant federal property" includes—
1. the White House Complex; 
2. the Executive Residence grounds; 
3. the National Mall; 
4. federal memorials; 
5. federal monuments; 
6. properties designated as National Historic Landmarks; 
7. properties listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places; and 
8. such additional properties as the Commission may designate. 
(d) Restoration.
The term "restoration" means returning a property, structure, facility, monument, memorial, landscape, or architectural feature to substantially the condition existing immediately prior to commencement of a covered project.
(e) Historical Integrity.
The term "historical integrity" shall have the meaning established by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to applicable federal preservation standards.

SEC. 5. FEDERAL FACILITIES RESTORATION COMMISSION.
(a) Establishment.
There is established an independent commission to be known as the Federal Facilities Restoration Commission.
(b) Membership.
The Commission shall consist of—
1. the Architect of the Capitol, or designee; 
2. the Archivist of the United States, or designee; 
3. the Chair of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, or designee; 
4. the Director of the National Park Service, or designee; 
5. one architect appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
6. one architect appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; 
7. one preservation historian appointed by the Majority Leader of the Senate; 
8. one preservation historian appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate; 
9. one engineer with expertise in federal construction appointed jointly by the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; and 
10. one representative of the public appointed jointly by the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Senate. 
(c) Political Balance.
Not more than one-half of the appointed members shall be affiliated with the same political party.

SEC. 6. REVIEW OF COVERED PROJECTS.
(a) Inventory.
Not later than 180 days after enactment, each federal agency shall submit to the Commission a complete inventory of covered projects.
(b) Evaluation.
The Commission shall evaluate each covered project and determine whether—
1. the project materially altered the historical integrity of a nationally significant federal property; 
2. restoration is technically feasible; 
3. restoration would improve historical integrity; 
4. restoration would serve the public interest; 
5. restoration costs are justified by anticipated public benefits; 
6. restoration would not materially impair governmental operations; 
7. restoration would not create unreasonable public safety risks; and 
8. restoration is consistent with applicable federal preservation and environmental laws. 
(c) Public Hearings.
The Commission shall conduct public hearings regarding projects under review.
(d) Administrative Record.
The Commission shall compile a written administrative record supporting each recommendation.

SEC. 7. SPECIAL REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH FACILITIES.
(a) White House Facilities.
Where a covered project affects the White House Complex, Executive Residence, East Wing, West Wing, grounds, or other facilities utilized by the President in carrying out constitutional duties, the Commission shall specifically determine whether restoration would materially impair the performance of such duties.
(b) Limitation.
No restoration recommendation concerning such facilities may be approved unless the Commission expressly finds that restoration would not materially interfere with the President's constitutional responsibilities.

SEC. 8. REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Final Report.
Not later than two years after enactment, the Commission shall submit to Congress a final report containing—
1. findings concerning each covered project; 
2. recommendations for restoration, preservation, modification, or retention; 
3. cost estimates; 
4. historical assessments; 
5. environmental assessments; 
6. operational impact assessments; and 
7. supporting documentation. 
(b) Publication.
The report shall be made publicly available.

SEC. 9. CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL REQUIRED.
(a) No Automatic Restoration.
No covered project shall be restored, removed, demolished, modified, or materially altered pursuant to this Act unless specifically authorized by a subsequent Act of Congress.
(b) Project-Specific Authorization.
Any Act approving restoration shall identify with specificity—
1. the affected property; 
2. the approved scope of restoration; 
3. appropriated funds; 
4. implementation deadlines; and 
5. any conditions imposed by Congress. 

SEC. 10. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER FEDERAL LAW.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to supersede, waive, or modify requirements under—
1. the National Environmental Policy Act; 
2. the National Historic Preservation Act; 
3. the Archaeological Resources Protection Act; 
4. any applicable federal procurement law; 
5. any applicable labor law; or 
6. any other federal law governing federal property. 

SEC. 11. PROTECTION OF CONTRACTUAL RIGHTS.
(a) Existing Contracts.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to invalidate, impair, or abrogate any vested contractual right.
(b) Termination Costs.
Congress recognizes that implementation of restoration recommendations may require payment of lawful contract termination costs, equitable adjustments, or other compensation authorized by law.
(c) Tucker Act.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit remedies otherwise available under federal law.

SEC. 12. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed—
1. to express approval or disapproval of any particular President, administration, political party, public official, or governmental policy; 
2. to impose punishment upon any person; 
3. to create any presumption that a covered project should be restored; 
4. to require restoration where preservation, modification, or retention better serves the public interest; or 
5. to authorize interference with the constitutional functions of any branch of the Federal Government. 




SEC. 13. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.

SEC. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act shall take effect immediately upon enactment.

