H.R. ____

A BILL
To establish procedures requiring consideration of impeachment proceedings concerning certain Federal elected officials following specified criminal convictions and civil judgments, and for other purposes.
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the "Impeachment Act of 2028."
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.
(a) Findings.—Congress finds that—
(1) public confidence in constitutional government depends upon the integrity of elected officials;
(2) the Constitution entrusts the House of Representatives with the sole power of impeachment;
(3) criminal convictions and substantial civil judgments involving fraud, corruption, abuse of public trust, sexual misconduct, tax-related offenses, and related misconduct may constitute evidence relevant to the House's exercise of its impeachment authority;
(4) Congress possesses authority to establish internal procedures governing the consideration of impeachment matters; and
(5) prompt consideration of impeachment-related matters promotes governmental accountability and public confidence.
(b) Purpose.—The purpose of this Act is to establish procedures requiring the House of Representatives to consider whether Articles of Impeachment should be presented concerning certain elected officials who have been the subject of specified criminal convictions or civil judgments.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.
For purposes of this Act:
(1) COVERED OFFICIAL.—The term "covered official" means—
(A) the President of the United States;
(B) the Vice President of the United States;
(C) a Senator of the United States; or
(D) a Representative in Congress.
(2) QUALIFYING FELONY CONVICTION.—The term "qualifying felony conviction" means a final judgment of conviction entered by a court of competent jurisdiction for—
(A) fraud;
(B) bribery;
(C) embezzlement;
(D) money laundering;
(E) tax evasion;
(F) racketeering;
(G) campaign-finance crimes punishable as felonies;
(H) wire fraud;
(I) securities fraud;
(J) bank fraud; or
(K) any other felony involving dishonesty, corruption, abuse of public office, or financial misconduct.
(3) QUALIFYING SEXUAL OFFENSE.—The term means a final criminal conviction for sexual assault, aggravated sexual abuse, rape, or a substantially similar offense under Federal or State law.
(4) QUALIFYING CIVIL JUDGMENT.—The term means a final civil judgment, settlement approved by a court, or administrative order requiring payment of not less than $10,000 in fines, penalties, restitution, damages, disgorgement, or other monetary relief arising from—
(A) fraud;
(B) financial misconduct;
(C) sexual assault or sexual abuse;
(D) tax violations;
(E) campaign-finance violations;
(F) abuse of fiduciary duty; or
(G) corruption-related conduct.
(5) FINAL.—A conviction, judgment, or order shall be deemed final when all direct appeals have been exhausted or the period for filing such appeals has expired.
SEC. 4. MANDATORY REVIEW OF COVERED OFFICIALS.
(a) Triggering Event.—Whenever a covered official has, within the preceding twenty-four months—
(1) sustained a qualifying felony conviction;
(2) sustained a qualifying sexual-offense conviction; or
(3) become subject to a qualifying civil judgment,
the procedures established by this Act shall apply.
(b) Applicability to Newly Elected Officials.—The procedures of this Act shall apply regardless of whether the triggering conduct occurred before or after election to office.
SEC. 5. INTRODUCTION OF ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT.
(a) House Action.—Not later than the first legislative day following the swearing-in, installation, or commencement of service of a covered official described in section 4, the Committee on the Judiciary shall prepare and introduce Articles of Impeachment for consideration by the House.
(b) Form.—The Articles shall set forth—
(1) the underlying conviction, judgment, or order;
(2) the factual basis for the conviction, judgment, or order;
(3) the constitutional grounds upon which impeachment may be warranted; and
(4) any mitigating or aggravating circumstances identified by the Committee.
(c) Committee Report.—The Committee shall simultaneously file a report explaining the legal and factual basis supporting consideration of impeachment.
SEC. 6. EXPEDITED HOUSE CONSIDERATION.
(a) Referral.—Articles introduced pursuant to this Act shall be immediately referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
(b) Hearing.—The Committee shall conduct hearings not later than thirty days after referral.
(c) House Vote.—The House shall vote on whether to adopt the Articles of Impeachment not later than sixty days after committee reporting.
SEC. 7. PRESENTATION TO THE SENATE.
If one or more Articles of Impeachment are approved by the House of Representatives, House Managers shall be appointed and the Articles shall be transmitted to the Senate in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules of the House.
SEC. 8. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed—
(1) to limit the sole constitutional power of impeachment vested in the House of Representatives;
(2) to require the House to approve any Article of Impeachment;
(3) to limit the sole power of the Senate to try impeachments;
(4) to establish that any conviction or civil judgment automatically constitutes a high Crime or Misdemeanor; or
(5) to impair any constitutional right possessed by any covered official.
SEC. 9. SEVERABILITY.
If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and the application of the remaining provisions shall not be affected.
SEC. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act shall take effect immediately upon enactment.

