H.R. ___

To clarify the applicability of Federal conflict-of-interest laws to the President and Vice President of the United States, to establish the Office of the Chief Inspector General, and for other purposes.
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Mr./Ms. _______ introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary and House Administration, for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of those committees.

A BILL

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Presidential Integrity and Public Trust Act of 2028.”
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
Title I—Presidential Conflict-of-Interest Standards
Title II—Office of the Chief Inspector General
Title III—Investigations, Findings, and Congressional Reporting
Title IV—Annual Presidential Ethics Certification
Title V—Conforming Amendments to Federal Ethics Laws
Title VI—Funding, Judicial Review, and Effective Date

TITLE I—PRESIDENTIAL CONFLICT-OF-INTEREST STANDARDS
SEC. 101. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.
Congress finds the following:
(1) Public confidence in democratic institutions depends upon the integrity and impartiality of public officials.
(2) Federal conflict-of-interest laws are designed to prevent self-dealing, corruption, undue influence, and the misuse of public office.
(3) Existing Federal law imposes conflict-of-interest restrictions upon executive branch officers and employees, including restrictions codified in chapter 11 of title 18, United States Code.
(4) The President and Vice President exercise governmental authority affecting financial interests of domestic and foreign persons and entities.
(5) Congress has a compelling interest in ensuring that holders of the Nation’s highest offices remain accountable to standards of ethical conduct consistent with constitutional governance.
(6) The appearance of corruption can be as damaging to public trust as actual corruption.
SEC. 102. PURPOSES.
The purposes of this Act are—
(1) to clarify the applicability of Federal conflict-of-interest laws to the President and Vice President;
(2) to establish an independent oversight mechanism for reviewing allegations of presidential conflicts of interest;
(3) to provide Congress and the public with reliable information concerning presidential ethics compliance;
(4) to deter self-dealing, undisclosed conflicts, and pay-to-play arrangements; and
(5) to strengthen public confidence in Federal institutions.
SEC. 103. APPLICABILITY OF CONFLICT-OF-INTEREST STATUTES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sections 201, 203, 205, 208, and 209 of title 18, United States Code, and any successor provisions, the President and Vice President shall be considered officers and employees of the United States.
(b) MATERIAL FINANCIAL INTERESTS.—The President and Vice President shall not knowingly participate personally and substantially in any governmental matter having a direct and predictable effect upon a material financial interest held by—
(1) the President or Vice President;
(2) a spouse;
(3) a dependent child;
(4) a controlled business entity;
(5) a trust, partnership, or other beneficial ownership arrangement.
(c) PAY-TO-PLAY PROHIBITION.—No President or Vice President shall knowingly participate in official action in exchange for, or conditioned upon, any direct or indirect thing of value.

TITLE II—OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL INSPECTOR GENERAL
SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT.
(a) There is established in the legislative branch an independent office to be known as the Office of the Chief Inspector General.
(b) The Office shall be headed by a Chief Inspector General appointed pursuant to this title.
SEC. 202. APPOINTMENT.
(a) The Chief Inspector General shall be appointed by concurrent resolution adopted by—
(1) two-thirds of the Members duly chosen and sworn of the Senate; and
(2) a majority of the Members of the House of Representatives.
(b) The Chief Inspector General shall serve a single term of six years.
(c) No person may serve more than one term.
SEC. 203. QUALIFICATIONS.
The Chief Inspector General shall possess demonstrated expertise in—
(1) constitutional law;
(2) public corruption investigations;
(3) governmental ethics;
(4) Federal criminal law; or
(5) financial regulation.
[Additional sections continue through Titles III–VI.]

HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
PURPOSE AND SUMMARY
H.R. ___, the Presidential Integrity and Public Trust Act of 2028, clarifies that the President and Vice President are subject to Federal conflict-of-interest standards applicable to other Federal officers and establishes an independent mechanism for reviewing allegations of conflicts of interest involving those offices.
The bill establishes the Office of the Chief Inspector General, creates annual ethics certification requirements, and authorizes investigations and reporting to Congress.
BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION
Federal ethics statutes reflect a longstanding congressional determination that public officials should not participate in governmental matters in which they possess disqualifying financial interests. Although Congress has enacted a comprehensive framework governing executive branch ethics, uncertainty has persisted regarding the extent to which certain conflict-of-interest statutes apply to the President and Vice President.
The Committee believes that public confidence is strengthened when ethics obligations are clearly defined and transparently administered.
HEARINGS
The Committee held hearings on the following dates:
· March 12, 2028
· April 7, 2028
· April 21, 2028
Witnesses included former Inspectors General, constitutional scholars, former Attorneys General, and representatives of public integrity organizations.
COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION
On May 3, 2028, the Committee met in open session and ordered the bill favorably reported, as amended, by a recorded vote of 29 yeas and 18 nays.
COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS
The Committee finds that enhanced ethics transparency and conflict-of-interest oversight promote public trust and improve governmental accountability.
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT
Congress acts pursuant to Article I, section 8, including its authority to enact laws necessary and proper for carrying into execution Federal governmental powers, conduct oversight, regulate Federal offices, appropriate funds, and exercise impeachment authority.
SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS
Section 101 establishes congressional findings concerning public integrity and ethics compliance.
Section 102 identifies the purposes of the legislation.
Section 103 clarifies the applicability of Federal conflict-of-interest statutes to the President and Vice President.
Sections 201 through 299 establish the Office of the Chief Inspector General and prescribe appointment, powers, duties, reporting obligations, and funding.
[Analysis continues for each section of the bill.]

