H.R. ____

A BILL

To restore the operational capacity of Federal departments and agencies that have been decommissioned, defunded, or rendered incapable of carrying out their primary statutory functions, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Agency Restoration Act of 2029.”
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.
(a) Findings.
Congress finds the following:
1. The Constitution vests in Congress the authority to establish executive departments and agencies, to define their powers and duties, and to appropriate funds for their operation.
2. Numerous Federal departments, agencies, offices, bureaus, programs, and instrumentalities have been created by Act of Congress to carry out responsibilities assigned by statute.
3. Congress possesses a substantial interest in ensuring that Federal entities established by law remain capable of carrying out their legislatively assigned functions unless Congress affirmatively determines otherwise.
4. The decommissioning, defunding, abolition, restructuring, or functional incapacitation of Federal departments or agencies may impair the execution of laws enacted by Congress.
5. Congress retains authority to restore, reorganize, fund, and oversee Federal departments and agencies established pursuant to Federal law.
(b) Purpose.
The purpose of this Act is—
1. to restore the operational capacity of Federal departments and agencies that have been decommissioned, defunded, abolished, materially impaired, or rendered incapable of carrying out their primary statutory functions;
2. to ensure the faithful execution of laws enacted by Congress;
3. to provide an orderly framework for restoration and reconstitution of affected agencies; and
4. to preserve congressional authority over Federal organization, appropriations, and administration.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.
For purposes of this Act:
(1) Agency.
The term “agency” means any executive department, independent establishment, government corporation, bureau, office, administration, commission, board, service, or other Federal entity established or authorized by Federal law.
(2) Affected agency.
The term “affected agency” means any agency that, after January 20, 2025—
(A) was abolished, terminated, decommissioned, consolidated, or substantially reorganized;
(B) experienced reductions in appropriations, personnel, facilities, contracts, or operational resources sufficient to materially impair the agency’s ability to carry out its primary statutory functions;
(C) had statutory functions transferred, suspended, or discontinued in a manner that materially impaired execution of Federal law; or
(D) was otherwise rendered incapable of carrying out its principal responsibilities under Federal law.
(3) Restoration.
The term “restoration” means the reestablishment, reauthorization, reorganization, staffing, funding, and operational reconstitution of an affected agency sufficient to enable such agency to carry out its primary statutory functions.
(4) Department of Government Efficiency.
The term “Department of Government Efficiency” includes any office, initiative, task force, advisory body, or organizational unit commonly known by that designation, whether formally established by statute, Executive Order, administrative action, or otherwise.
SEC. 4. RESTORATION OF AFFECTED AGENCIES.
(a) General Rule.
Not later than 24 months after the effective date of this Act, each affected agency shall be restored to a level sufficient to permit the agency to carry out its primary statutory responsibilities as determined by Congress.
(b) Scope.
Restoration under this section may include—
1. reestablishment of abolished offices, divisions, or programs;
2. restoration of personnel levels;
3. restoration of facilities and operational infrastructure;
4. reinstatement or replacement of contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, and administrative support functions;
5. restoration of regulatory, enforcement, adjudicatory, scientific, research, service-delivery, or administrative capabilities; and
6. such additional measures as Congress determines necessary to restore the agency’s lawful functions.
(c) No Automatic Restoration of Particular Organizational Structures.
Nothing in this Act shall require Congress to restore any agency in precisely the organizational form existing before its impairment, provided that any alternative structure adequately enables execution of the agency’s primary statutory duties.
SEC. 5. CONGRESSIONAL RESTORATION PLAN.
(a) Development of Restoration Plan.
Not later than 180 days after enactment of this Act, the Committees on Appropriations, Oversight and Government Reform, and any other committees of jurisdiction of the House of Representatives and Senate shall develop a restoration framework for affected agencies.
(b) Elements.
The framework shall include—
1. identification of affected agencies;
2. assessment of operational deficiencies;
3. recommended staffing levels;
4. estimated appropriations requirements;
5. restoration priorities;
6. implementation milestones; and
7. such additional matters as Congress determines appropriate.
(c) Prioritization.
In establishing restoration schedules, Congress may consider—
1. threats to public health or safety;
2. national security concerns;
3. statutory mandates requiring immediate execution;
4. economic and financial stability;
5. protection of civil rights and liberties;
6. scientific and research capacity; and
7. any other relevant facts and circumstances existing at the time of restoration.
SEC. 6. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.
(a) Initial Report.
Not later than 120 days after enactment of this Act, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall submit to Congress a report identifying all affected agencies and describing the extent of operational impairment suffered by each agency.
(b) Quarterly Reports.
Beginning 180 days after enactment and continuing until completion of restoration activities, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall submit quarterly reports to Congress describing—
1. restoration progress;
2. expenditures made pursuant to this Act;
3. staffing levels;
4. remaining operational deficiencies; and
5. recommendations for further congressional action.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.
SEC. 8. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
Nothing in this Act shall—
1. be construed to create any private right of action;
2. impair Congress’s authority to modify, reorganize, consolidate, or abolish agencies by subsequent Act of Congress; or
3. require the continuation of any program that Congress has expressly terminated by statute.
SEC. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act shall take effect on the date of enactment.

