
H.R.  ________

A BILL

To protect the integrity, accessibility, preservation, and dissemination of federally funded scientific research and technical information, to restore public access to scientific materials removed from public availability without lawful justification, to establish standards for scientific integrity throughout the Federal Government, and for other purposes.
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the "Science and Knowledge Restoration Act of 2028".
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress finds the following:
(1) The advancement of scientific knowledge is essential to the health, safety, prosperity, security, and welfare of the United States.
(2) Congress annually appropriates billions of dollars to support scientific research conducted by Federal agencies, federally funded laboratories, universities, contractors, and research institutions.
(3) Scientific findings funded by the taxpayers of the United States constitute a public resource and should be made available to the public except where restricted by law.
(4) Public access to scientific research promotes transparency, accountability, innovation, and informed democratic decision-making.
(5) Scientific integrity requires that research findings be communicated accurately and without political interference.
(6) Suppression, removal, alteration, censorship, concealment, or destruction of scientific information undermines public confidence in government and impedes evidence-based policymaking.
(7) Scientific information concerning climate change, environmental conditions, energy systems, public health, gun violence, natural resources, biodiversity, weather, oceans, agriculture, and technological risks is of substantial public importance.
(8) Congress has a compelling interest in ensuring that scientific information generated through federally funded activities remains available to policymakers, researchers, and the public.
SEC. 3. PURPOSES.
The purposes of this Act are—
(1) to restore and preserve public access to federally funded scientific information;
(2) to protect scientific research from political interference;
(3) to establish government-wide standards of scientific integrity;
(4) to prohibit unauthorized suppression of scientific findings;
(5) to ensure the permanent preservation of federally funded scientific records;
(6) to strengthen Congressional oversight of scientific information management; and
(7) to limit the authority of executive branch officials to remove or suppress federally funded scientific information except as expressly authorized by law.
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:
(1) FEDERAL SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION.—The term "Federal scientific information" means any scientific, technical, engineering, statistical, environmental, medical, public-health, climate, energy, social-science, or research information generated, funded, commissioned, collected, or maintained in whole or in part through Federal appropriations.
(2) SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.—The term "scientific research" means systematic investigation designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge.
(3) SUPPRESSION.—The term "suppression" means the removal, concealment, alteration, deletion, withholding, obstruction of publication, or restriction of public access to scientific information.
(4) SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY OFFICER.—The term means an official designated pursuant to section 8.
SEC. 5. RESTORATION OF PUBLIC ACCESS.
(a) Inventory Required.—
Not later than 18 months after enactment, each Federal agency engaged in scientific activities shall conduct an inventory of scientific information that—
(1) was removed from public access;
(2) was substantially altered;
(3) was withdrawn from publication;
(4) was archived in a manner rendering it inaccessible to the public; or
(5) was otherwise restricted from public availability,
during the period beginning January 20, 2017, and ending January 20, 2029.
(b) Restoration.—
Except where prohibited by law, classified pursuant to statute, protected by national security requirements, or restricted by legitimate privacy concerns, agencies shall restore public access to materials identified under subsection (a).
(c) Congressional Notification.—
Agencies shall submit reports to Congress identifying—
(1) restored materials;
(2) materials not restored;
(3) the legal basis for non-restoration.
SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF FEDERALLY FUNDED SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION.
(a) General Rule.—
No officer or employee of the Executive Branch may direct, compel, or induce the suppression of Federal scientific information except as expressly authorized by Federal statute.
(b) Prohibited Actions.—
No officer or employee of the Executive Branch may—
(1) order the removal of scientific information from public websites for political purposes;
(2) alter scientific conclusions for political purposes;
(3) prevent publication of completed scientific research for political purposes;
(4) destroy or conceal scientific records;
(5) interfere with peer review processes; or
(6) retaliate against scientists for communicating scientific findings through authorized channels.
(c) Construction.—
Nothing in this section shall prohibit classification, protection of national security information, protection of proprietary information, protection of personally identifiable information, or compliance with any other lawful confidentiality requirement.
SEC. 7. PRESUMPTION OF PUBLIC ACCESS.
(a) General Rule.—
Federal scientific information shall be presumed to be publicly accessible.
(b) Burden of Justification.—
Any restriction on public access shall require a written determination identifying the legal authority supporting such restriction.
(c) Public Registry.—
Each agency shall maintain a public registry identifying scientific materials removed from public access and the legal basis for such removal.
SEC. 8. SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY OFFICERS.
(a) Designation.—
Each covered agency shall designate a Scientific Integrity Officer.
(b) Duties.—
Such officer shall—
(1) investigate allegations of scientific suppression;
(2) review restrictions on publication;
(3) report annually to Congress;
(4) oversee agency scientific-integrity policies;
(5) receive complaints from employees and contractors.
(c) Independence.—
Scientific Integrity Officers may be removed only for inefficiency, neglect of duty, malfeasance, or incapacity.
SEC. 9. NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ARCHIVE.
(a) Establishment.—
The Archivist of the United States shall establish a National Scientific Archive.
(b) Purpose.—
The Archive shall preserve copies of federally funded scientific information and technical records.
(c) Public Access.—
Materials preserved in the Archive shall be publicly available unless restricted by law.
SEC. 10. LIMITATION ON PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY.
(a) Restriction.—
No President, Vice President, White House office, Executive Office of the President, or political appointee may direct the suppression of Federal scientific information unless—
(1) authorized by an Act of Congress; or
(2) necessary to protect national security information classified pursuant to law.
(b) Written Determination Required.—
Any directive restricting public access to scientific information shall—
(1) be in writing;
(2) identify the statutory authority relied upon;
(3) be transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate within 30 days.
(c) Publication.—
Except where prohibited by law, such determinations shall be published in the Federal Register.
SEC. 11. WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION.
(a) Protected Activity.—
Disclosure of information concerning suppression of scientific information shall constitute protected whistleblower activity.
(b) Remedies.—
Employees subjected to retaliation may seek relief under applicable Federal whistleblower laws and additional remedies established by the Office of Special Counsel.
SEC. 12. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.
Any person adversely affected by a violation of this Act may seek declaratory or injunctive relief in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.
SEC. 13. INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.
Each Inspector General of an agency conducting scientific research shall conduct periodic audits concerning compliance with this Act.
SEC. 14. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.
SEC. 15. SEVERABILITY.
If any provision of this Act or the application thereof is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and its application shall not be affected.

